Editor's Note: The existence and location of the original copy of Richard
Burton Wood (1934-1992) Survey to-date are unknown. Inquires have
revealed the full name of the author, and the class was taken at the
University of Rochester in his junior year. This facsimile in the
Cobblestone Museum archives was very poorly done. The appearance of

the text widely varies. Just to make the majority of text readable by the
user, harsh Photoshop adjustments have been done to the scanned image
files in order to create this copy you are viewing. Most photographic
imagery is not usable, due to poor copying and a number of photographs
were apparently hinge taped to pages and overlapped. Page 23 is missing.
For a number of reasons, an effort to transcribe the Survey has not been
considered, preferring to represent the work "as is" with all of the

imperfections visible.
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cobblestone.
In this area, all of the cobblestonesused came directly from

the flelds around the farmere’ homes. Photo #1 1llustrates a fleld

nearly covered with the small cobbles even after years of cleaning

up by farmers wishing to rid the land of the annoying rocks. The

©

majority of cobbles used were either of the red Medina sandetons

variety of of various grey, brown, or yellowish-tan stones. The story

of many of the older natives has it that while the husband wes doing
or cavt

the farmworlk,thé women and children would pull a sledApovered by =a

board

Dbreed containing three or four holes of the desired =ize. When stonee

were Dicked up that would fit through the board, excluding pebblee of
course, they were brought back to be sorted and used in the construction.

i

of the new building.
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Perhaps the first use of stones found in the fie]:s was for

stone pile fences. However, flatter, squarer rocks were uséd in
preferance to the rounded cobbles. This was done 'becauge no cement
was used between the rocks; they were merely piled in layers, thelr
flattness and squareness keeping the fences from tHfumbling.

Tn this section on foundations I would like to discuss the
different stages of masonry techniques. This will not necessarilj
be a chronological development, for it would be impossible to trace
the dates of construction. The chronological order can not even be
accurately determined from the fineness of the masonry, for, although
craftmanship improved with time, many farmers and masons either were
not up to date in their technical kmowledge,or élse, as was of'ten the
fase, 1O need was roaliied for the more a.rch;tectnnic effect.

The most commmon barn foundation in the area is the one shown
on the lsft side of photo #2. Here the stones of varying sizes were
laid in & somewhat horizontal effect with a flush cement Joint. The
right wall of this barn is illustrative of the later type of facing
put on cobblestone masonry. The barn was probably built during a later
period, but the sides and rear wers done in the rougher fashion because

of the simplicity of stone selection amd construction.
Photograph #3 shows what I would call the next development of

the cobblestome wall. The wall construction is simi]#ar, with the

two layors of stone cemented together and often 1ocknd with longer
stones., and with many of the small surfaces showing through the outer
layer being merely a small end of large: stones. The difference here
lies in the mason's a‘btempt at heightening the horizontality by running
the point of his trowel between the layers of stone and forming a crudely

straight Joint.-




In a barn on the Victor Mendon Road, (the exact location
can be found at the corresponding number on the map), illustrated
in photograph “li, can be seen the:.use of the finer cobblestone
facing in the high foundation. Tyrical of many housee, illustrated
further on, the side to the road 's made up of finer cobbles, four
rowe to the quiouﬁ’, vwhereas the sides and rear are done with three rows
per quoine of ro“ larger stones=s.

Photographs #8 and #O of the Bliza Jonee home on West Henrietta
Road, built in 1863, illustrate the use of cobblestone facing on the
foundations of many homes. In #0 ihe fewnmdembien undew» the two wings

were added sbout Fifty years later, and the foundations were built by
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mAsSons withopt the patience or skill to copy the original masonry.
Photograpn :10 shows a homa var) close to that of Jones' ,bullt at
approximately the same time and possibly worked on by the same mason.
™'e again illustrates the use of the cobblestone facing for bhesutifica-

of
tion e high fopndation walls.
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Te only illustration T was able to find /in the area of the

herringbons effect/in the laying of the cobbles)was in the foundation
of a home on the Boughton Hill Road, Photo #11., ©Small, rectangular, ¢

.

sharp-edgad. stones were lald in thie zig-zag pattern with a strong

V horizontal Joint done with the meson's trowel. The sides and rear

of thie home have the common hor!zontal, four-rows-to-a-quoiné con-

Rl

struction and the stones are more of the round-edged variety.
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A very peculi®r feature, Illustrated twice later, once in a

smokehouse and then again Iin s home, was found in the foundation of

e house on Mile Sguare Road, shown in Photo #12. Here, instead of
— lerge, squared stones used for cormer quoines, the mason used brick.

The laying of thes cobbles wes very crude, with & horizontal effect,

but no attempt at beautification of the cemsnt Joint or uniformity
of stone size. Neither is there any uniformity in the laging of the
brick quoines. Bither one or two bricks were used as needed to com-

e plete the row and strensthen and square the corner.
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From the ruins in Photos #13 and 14 can be seen the typical
construction of an entire foundation. ILarger s*oneE were laid with

little horizontal effect and no regard for nleasant detail from the

bottom of the basement up to the ground level. From here to the

8111, upon which was constructed & wooden frame building, the wall ie

faced with finer cobbles laid in e more pleasing horizontal manner.




Here tie quoines were of Taugh1y~hewéz; twelve-inch-high limestone,

. Pl

and to 8 quoind were laié four or five rows of tobbles.

n the seme site there stands = cobblectone smokehouse, “hote

#15, ¥ery similar in leyout bo five others found in the. area.

structure on Clover Road hag nine inch, rougrly

with rows of many-colored cobbles, four per guoine in Tront and three

on the zides and reaxr. The view grnove the olde and rear of The mola-

house with natches of later +e<e mac ';sprobably added where

fire wallr had been replaced.

5 5

Sper¥ing of Tire wallm, some of the emokehouses had a rear
and ~ften part 57 the sides of brick becesuse of its greater resistance

to the heat of the fire used to emoke the home-cured meat. Towever, all




IX.

of the brick {ire walls hevs éollapseth'r have been renlaced because

of the lack of conformity. 'n tha smokehouse,illustrated in Photo #16,
bricke, presumedbly left over “rom the bullding of the fire walls, were
used to strengthen the corners of the structure. Built on the same
farm ae the barn illustrated in Photo #:, and believed at the same time,
perheps uniTormity in the smokehouse wee a reason for the brick quoines.

The mason, whether the same or not, used roughly squared, stone quoines

in the bharn, however.
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The mason used varied sizes =ané colors

Photogreaph #17 showe what seems to be a very early-constructed
Also, the corner quoines

smokeohouse om the Mendon Iioad.
cobblestoneswith little hor zontsel effect.
» P a hid -
were smaller, roughly cut stonee of varying sizes. Ihols #18 through
illustrate other smokehousmas of common cobblestone construction.

of

s the only otHer one which priginally had a brick Pire-wall,
smal’éoor in the sectim

#20
)

fo
BpEn

howe not only an entranceway, but also
More thar likely, the fire was built on sme

+ 34
1+
145,

#20 sh
gort of nlatform, and the fuel was inserted through this opening.

where the fire was T

#19.




One of the reasons I have dealt with these foundations and
somkshouses separately from the homes and schoolhouses of the ares,
1s 4¢@%, oddly, there were no foundations or other cobblestone struct-
ures on the same sites as the main cobblestone buildings. Moving on
to the main part of this survey, I shall attempt no ordoeg:t‘h:n to show
& study firest of the ruins and remaining sections found, then the
complete homes, the homes of peculiar eonstruction, and, lastly, the
two cobblestone schoolhouses remaining in the area. I cannot categorize
the homes chronologically for few of the officlal dates can be traced.
As far as placing them in order of cobblestone "periods”, they all
’\soom to lie within what Carl Schmidt calls the "middle period.” This
stage of masomry he defines as the type in which the cobbles are of the
roughly rounded fieldstone variety, laid with conscious, but not al-

ways fine horizontal V-shaped cement Joints.

& Sub Ject #21, found on sheldon Road, Mendon, is a very en-
lightening ruins of what mms: have been quite & large, beautiful home.
#21-1 shows the remains as they appwar from the roed, and from it can
be seen that the tall, remeining wall on the right is part of a two-
ut:_:;by section; whereas, on the left can be seen a story-and-a-half
appendage, but there ie no indication whatever that this was a later
addition. #21-2 shows the two story wall and illuetrates certain
common cobblestone masonry techniques as insfde and outside layers of
stones, a narrowing out of the wall from bottom of about twenty inches
to top of about sixteen, plaster applied directly to the inner side of
the masonry wall, and the basement foundation done of larger, rougher
stones. #21-3 shows not only a cutaway of the wall, and the use of

smaller, squared, grey limestone as decoration around the windows, but

dlso the detall of the mesonry. Many of the cobblee are of the red/

e
7
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Medina sandstone variety and the rest of many different vearietie=, lais
in good horizontal rows with crude V-shaped‘horizontal Joints in the tan
colored, crumbly cement. There was no attempt made =t an effective
vertical joint. No quoines remesin on the front corners, but from the
8ize of the spaces,the construction was probably four rows to the guoline.
#21-4 shows the lower-story, northern appendage with 'ts un’acsd ‘nner

surface and abrupt corner on the northern well. Thie stone sni!

evidence of ﬁerhaps an open side to & woodshed or a back room,

7{42 1-2

#21-3
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e #22-h el
‘ SubJect #22 1s certainly not a ruins. In fact, the owner

has plans for possible restoration in the next few years. However,

I am condldering it here, because 1t 1s vancant at the present time

and has crumbled enough in places to get a good look at the inner

i structure of the walls. Tt is a two-story Post-Colonial home built

r

not later than 1735, #22-1 shows the front of the bullding with

1ts collapsed porchway which certainly seems orig!inal, because of

the hideous stone, used for the gﬁ::;ay, which would have been
covered up» by the roof of the porch, built in the manner that the re-

mens indicate. The beams in the porch, and tn the baseuent sye.

extremely roughly hewn and put together with lerge wooden pegs. #22-2

showe the side and rear of the house, with an éntranceway leading to the

e e o



old Kitchen. The entranceway at the extreme left was a definite
afterthought. The masonr Is the seme on em all four sidee of the
building, with four rows of verious type and color cobbles to a
twelve inch roughly sguared Juoine, From this yiew can be seen

that the foundation, even ‘n the uncovered upper part, was of .much
larger,boulder-type stone. #0223 ghowe the detall of the masonry with
tte crude norizontal V Jo!nt, various-sized cobbles and extre?e
thiclnese (section at bottom of well) of about twenty-two 1ncﬁes.
#on-h éhows the besement floor of this house, the only one found with
cobblestones packed into the dirt to form a simple, but effective

surface.




Found on the Mendon Road 1s this section of a former single story,
two-room house, now made Into a garage(SubJect #23). On the front‘and
sidé the wall contains many red sandstone cobbles, lald four rows to the
roughly-squared guoing with a very crude attempt at a V horizontal

Joint. The rear wall ie constructed of much largé¥Pstones, laid in

- horizontal rows, but with an slmost flush surface and no outstanding

Joint effect.

',"}'?:4 X

Subject #24 1s = single cobblestons wall, believed bullt in
1835, There is no evidence that a complete cobblestone structure was
built at the time, but the eonstruction of the wall, with the door
and window openings spacedkwith such little regerd for symmetry, must
have heen n the rear of the building. Thus, !t is probable that it
wag not the only wall of cobblestone. The stones are of varlious types
and colors lald four rows to the quoine with a uniform but naerrow hor-

izontal V Joint.
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SubJect #25, in West Rueh is a singleetory, two room house of
red and tan cobbles. The cement used is very rough and full of pebdbles,
formed into a V at the horizontal Jointe with an attempt at = V shaped

vertical Jolint, never breaking the horizontal line. The cobbles are

laid three to three-and-a- helf rows to the quoine which sometimes vary

from nine to mine-and-a-half inches in height. The arches over the
-cdge

doorway and windows are of long, flat, roundo&/\stoneSs‘bandin(f on end.
Very conspicuous are the smal_l-pened windowe of 0ld crude glass.

On the Rush-Honeoye Falls Road, cubject #26 is a one-story,
one -room-in-width house, with & lean-to appendage on the rear, shown

in #26-3. The cobbles in the front wall, are more nearly round, and

“

many are of red sandstons. Thoer aro latd thras vows to 2 roughly
v tev #26-4 can be seen
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In endon Pends Fari, Uds Jres!: Jevival hene (sucject 30
is the home of the Park Swperinbendsnt, It vwas orginall:- ! Tor
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The poriiem is of heavy Greelr Doris stle. The arches over Lhe windows

ad e cormer quoines on the naln structure are very snooth “nd erfectly
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ndage “nd then a

Shaped., Ui ve Soutierm end is a woodeshedeslike zpne

ge]l lemneto added o thnte The nasoar- here 43 not se Mne a8 in

the main sectiom, mt it - f,;‘e:*v ably nogb of the orightel house, In
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this appendage can be secn the rear end of & Lutcheoven, eovcred aver




on the instle of thie kitehen, 7The Iront »f e house 1o of amall
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-1 F3Amel 33
This storeondmashal” ome (Cubicet 31/ on aler [seting Noad,

is ::nde of red and pgrey ecbblss three opr four rows to0 - nine~inch quoine
dn fornt und tiwee rous, ot the lwosi, o the sideg 2nd rer. The drci~

stonega .l ~uoinegare of roughly square’ yorer lincstone, Ta 312 it ean

‘b8 seen tix:t evem though nany o Le riwm are of M ~forent tilcimesser

] e - v

the horlzontal elffect 1s retained vy Mee i 4o cobbles, In one row, of

eorresponding helghtsgolten the color ol n row of stone is unifor 1y alse.
£ e . ~
i3 4t eon e secn that the quolnes on the rear commers are of vary-
o8 Bnd/or
ing hedights and chapes, becauce, of & lack of largar stones and 2 lack o
dnterest in the hael: appearance of me buijdinge
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#32-3

Suvject /32, em Jarber Reami, ™wsh, is » PosteColonial or Rarly

Coe
Republic hare with g Dleek M twowstor- front section and = onee-
and=a=hall story extensen on the rear, In the frmi, on the sides of the
Madn block pass, xd on the side 2l of the ertension chom in "32-1,
the oobbles, of whieh naxy are red sandstone, are ladd four rowe to a
quadnd, ™ the rear, shoun in /32, 2nd the side of the e:tensian
englosed in a porch, the ssbiles are lald, however in horizontal muws, but

! ; ne ab ( t 1 tg‘m
Ahere ic nc attempt topa V Jolnt such as 1s found in frent and other sides.
& x P . M ¥

Twept for the two tinmber arches siom in 7323, th:mt arches over the

wndows and the curved arch over the small front doorway are 211 of flat,

suoothly squared,grey limestoe, a€ are the quoines,



In the villgh? lenda, tiuls Tost-Colonial home, subject .33,
wes buill in 1083)cccondingie to o dabgparved in an origidal door. The
bame bhacs a beamtdiful franl Jdeorway treatment and eliptieal attic window=-
dghte The basenent is serarted fra: tle nain wvertical clemmt Uy that
appears %o be r stome slab sill, Peculi:rly, the mesencry isf¥iner bLelow

the aill than "bove, Constructecd irith identical cement, the cobiblo:
eTween V Tunts made
larger in the foundztiom seetion, but are 1: 'JA‘-.'.'- th the trowel, Above

|

-

the &ill, the cobhles are smaller, and are set in &ke horizon'nl rov ’

[o]

there is no eon

=}

sious horimontal joint, The corner quoines are of rough
Umestane of sizes varying MmmmAmo e four inches in heigh*. Tn /33=2
a cobblestone foundation ean be seen under the wooden addition, but tals
has been bullt out over the original basement wall Wi thin the last ten
vears, Thits hame vas bLuilt erigin-lly for one of the Sheldon Lardly
which ouned rmch of tle liendn area after tle original I’helps-Gorham

rurchase,

-



E Subject #3h, has a centraljbissecting hallwey, [ive-bay facade, is

T _ ~ two rooms in depth on the left and ene large parlor in depth in the right,
C cemant conflining poueh ;

Put together il line, the Tront wall is of red, grey, yellow, and tam
E colored cobbléd 1aid thre to fourmandec~h-1f ecourses to a» nine inch quoinse
. c‘ .r‘ L) » -

Around tie houss thewe-sws “roel-made horimontal V joints and attempts at
vertical V joimts 2lso, TIn /=2 It can be seen ti:t the masen was not se
articulate in the rear wll construetlion “’4‘8 vas in the fromt; the quoines .

are often of varying simes and shapes and larger cobbles were laid two o

[: throeyal the most, Pows per quoine,
]
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Ssbject #35 18 quite a pretentous home with a massive doerimy and
eldptical fanlight, The elipsicel arch over the dborway ls ol solid stonej .
vhereas, over the window§ythe arches are of long, flat stones seb on end,
The eobbles are 1’:»_‘?.!:13 snzll in front, set three courses to the quoine in

heizht and laid withoa wavy, horizonial V joint ¥nd an occasionnl vertieal




' il e ‘ poaip 1

pyramisal jointe On the a "us, ‘.ere the nasonay has nob Vcen replaced,

w still i s eanscious horimemtal and vertdeal Joint ntberpl, but the
stones here are laid emly Luo rovm per qoinGe

A etremely beautiful ond wellerestored heme, this Larl:r lepublic
eobblestone strueture (Subject 36), very similar in - ppecrance to Subjeet
#3505 has the sane elliptieal archway and fanlight, with “-indo=lights dowm
#o the sides of the door, glso. A dift‘emncc is that the masonry in this
budlding is ruech finer . The window arches and corner gquoines are of very
3 'j«‘o*.fxlf pared grey linzestonepand tiwe well-chosen .cobbles, reny of red
sandstonejare laid five rows to a 1l-inch cquoine in helzhi, Ath verr 1ell=
dore (with a trowel) horizgontal and vertie.l Ve shaped joints., The owmer
believes that the home was Luill Letveen 1825 amd 1030, bubt the masonry

appears to be too fine for sweh an carly eonstruction. date,
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e 7 o2 ‘ #35-3
A.sm 11, storyeand-a~half home, Subjest #37 is rostly f red
sandstone coblles ladd thuwe 1o four yows per temeinch roughiy-sguredy.

Aimeitone goinc. The srches over the windows are alse of roug

‘»‘BQJaM,gM“ limestore, Im front there is a consglous effort toward
a horizontal trowel-formed 7 jofht, but an the sides and in the rear,

there is little,

- i m——



Subject #3838 L& a two=und- -hall story home built very delinitely

{

without the poreh, which, in the same detail ms the addition or the rear,
takes up two sides of the building., The cobblesywhich were laid three or
four rows per qgoine around the building, with a wavy V horizontal joint,
have been covered with a hideons tan-colored p®int, The ovmer has attempted

removal of this defacing, but as yet with no success,

T T e T Wl —— N W T P s S e s -

#33=1

Subject #39, on Milé Square Road, was built in 1332 of -11 shapes and
sizes of cobbled, azzain, many of red saniétonef. Believed bmil* by Scottish
‘asons, hired Yy Mason Cole, the quoines are of roughly-squared srey lime-
stone, only two to three inches in height, The cement is crumbly, there is
a half-hearted attempt at both horizontal and vertical V joints, and the

‘e -
number of rows per quoine varies between two and three depending upon the

height of the quoine,
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A story-and-a=half home, bui’ % Yy the Whiteemb familu and stijl

bliver’. in by 2 Whitecomb, 3ubject #4d, is another example of a block mass
with extension %o the rear of cobblestonc, 25 seen in #O=2, Also the
house has a stone 8ill between the basement and first floor level, but here
the masonry is identical both above and below the sill, All around the
house, the stones ~re l&id four rows to a tvelve-inch quoine, in a strong

horizontal effect with both horizontal and vertical joints hawving been

moulded with a trowel into a V share,
<he
mA}iendm-Pittsford Road, Subject #ul is of block mass construction

with a lean-to, cobblestone woodshed on the rcar. The msonry 1s the same
all around the housey, Used were well-chose 7 for-size, cobbles, of various
colorsylaid four coursef to 2 smoothly squared quoine, n the right in
Al-l can be seen a brick addition, built of very similar cement to that

of the cobblestone section, on a cobblestone foundation with brick quoines,
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Subject #42 is one of the few homes found in the area where ex-
tremely small cobbles of the ;ravel pit variety were chosen for the front

.

walle They are lald between almost perfect horizontal V-shaped joints,

five courses to a twelve-inch,sroothly-squared corner quoine, Uun the

sides and in the rear, however, the mason was not so particuliar either

in his choice of cobbles or corner stones, and we see very roughly-squared

quoines with.only four rows of cobbles to each, The small portico on the

front definltely classifies the building as of tne ureek meviv:l period,
The only home found in the area with brick used extensively to square

the carners, Subject #43, had,to me, a very pleasant effect, Not only is

us '

the brick ladkd %h*ee-in.heégh%Non the comers 4o sdmudete 4 square sione, but

the rounded arch over the door and the flat arches over the windows are of

bricky plus, there is a brick quoine effect around each windov casingz. The

cobbles are large, of irregularly shqu‘and colored varieties latd cither

two or three rows to a quoine (consisting of three layers of brick).
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44All over the east side of the simicture, shom in fhded , we thered and
extrenely aged, blask leather thongs mang from the wall., The reason

for this I cammot guess. This structure does lie outsids ‘he .lendon-Rush

area, but upon Iriving b the home, it z~emed like 2 curious i interesti

-

enough examle %y wairran* ite inclusion here.
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Moving dn to the two sehool houses found in the area, the first,
subject #ul, 2 small, nrobably one-room school, has been refurnished as a
small one story home, On the date stohe in the upper middle of the front
wall, the date 1340 is painted., The ﬂt*ne}, nsed in the eamer moines
‘and the flat arches, is very smoothly-cut ;rerv limestone, Theee cobbles

in front are smaller tian on the side and a~ 1214 in sharp horizontzl and
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quoine respectively,
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stitchire with eliptical ar

“ o g P8 - v
a cupola on the roof,

added very recently Lo

stontyseparating sill between basement and first floor which it reinted

a browm color, as are all the limestone quoines on the cormers and around
the wdndows, md the flgt limestone arches over tue windows. The masonry is
the. sare 217 apound the building, both above and below the 5ill, Fairly

> .

PR | A NI T T o - 2t 1 SPNAYONE |
SildLly rectangular cobhles, wlth rounded edges, are laid four courses to

a quolne in heighty, with a coatinned, horizonbal V Joint %! +u occasional

wvertical V or pyramidal joint, all donc wilh the mason's trowel,



the location, by number,
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